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GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION
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• Music
• Visual Art
• Dance
• Football
• Tennis

Gifted and Talented students are entitled to rigorous, relevant and 
engaging learning opportunities at Corinda State High School. 
These opportunities are drawn from the Australian Curriculum and 
are aligned with their individual learning needs, strengths, interests 
and goals.

Our teachers use the flexible design of the Australian Curriculum to meet the 
individual learning needs of Gifted and Talented students and make necessary 
adjustments to meet their individual learning needs.

Gifted and Talented students vary in terms of the nature and level of their abilities; 
there is no single homogenous group of Gifted and Talented students. Gifted and 
Talented students:

• vary in abilities and aptitudes - they may demonstrate gifts and talents in a  
 single area or across a variety of domains; they may also have a disability
• vary in their level of giftedness - this means that two students who have gifts  
 in the same field will not necessarily have the same abilities in that field
• vary in achievements - while having gifts is often associated with high   
 achievement, achievement can and does vary across high-potential  
 students, and some gifted students underachieve and experience   
 difficulty translating their gifts to talents
• are not always visible and easy to identify, and their visibility can be   
 impacted by cultural and linguistic background, gender, language,   
 learning difficulties, socio-economic circumstance, location and lack of   
 engagement in curriculum that is not matched to their abilities
• exhibit an almost unlimited range of personal characteristics in   
 temperament, personality, motivation and behaviour - no standard pattern of  
 talent exists among gifted individuals
• come from diverse backgrounds and are found in all cultures, socio-  
 economic levels and geographic locations.

Our Excellence Programs provide extension beyond the mainstream curriculum 
for our Gifted and Talented students. The program expectation is for students to 
develop the maturity to become autonomous learners who are actively engaged 
in the development of their skills and interests.

We offer the following Excellence Programs:
• Platinum Honours
• Maths/Science Honours
• English/Humanities Honours
• Engineering, Design and Technology
• Culinary

Enquiries
All general Excellence Program enquiries should be          
directed to excellence@corindashs.eq.edu.au 

Our Excellence Program Handbooks can be found on our 
school website: www.corindashs.eq.edu.au

Application forms are available in the Excellence Program 
Handbooks.



APPLICATION PROCESS
Entry Requirements 
Our Excellence Programs are designed to foster, enhance and 
nurture our high performing students in order to cultivate self-

sufficient and capable learners with a sense of agency when looking to their 
futures.  We aim to guide our students by making connections between different 
learning environments, and assisting them to thrive towards attaining their 
personal learning goals.  

Our Excellence Programs create future ready students who are capable of 
setting and achieving goals for their life. Students applying for Excellence 
Programs are required to have outstanding results in their chosen subjects.  
Applications are reviewed on a case by case basis in consultation with Head of 
Departments and the relevant Deputy Principal.  

Submissions
All applicants must provide: 
• Completed Excellence Handbook for their Excellence Program 
• Completed Enrolment Paperwork (if not already provided) 
• A copy of the student’s two (2) most recent academic report cards 
• A copy of the Student’s most recent NAPLAN report 
• Supporting documentation as outlined in the Excellence Handbook 

Academic Requirements 
To be considered for any Excellence Program: 
• Students must have achieved a minimum C in English on their most   
 recent report card (NAPLAN Reading/Writing minimum Band 5)
• Students applying for an Academic Program (English/Humanities;   
 Maths/Science or the Platinum program) must have achieved an A in   
 English, Mathematics and Science on their most recent report card  
• Students must demonstrate exemplary behaviour, effort and above   
 92% attendance 
• Students must adhere to individual program requirements as seen on  
 individual program pages, i.e attend trials, auditions and/or provide   
 requested submission materials 
*Exceptions to these requirements will be reviewed on a case by case basis

Trials & Auditions 
Trials and workshops will be held across the year as part of Corinda State 
High School Golden Opportunity Days. Dates and information will be published 
on the school website. It is expected that students will attend the trials and/or 
workshops with the correct attire, equipment and a water bottle.   

Questions specific to the trials and workshop process can be directed to 
excellence@corindashs.eq.edu.au  

Excellence Offers 
Students can apply for up to three (3) Programs of Excellence. 

Due to timetabling restrictions, our Excellence Programs fall into three categories: 
Academic, Sporting and Elective.  Students are able to combine multiple programs 
but are unable to undertake more than one program from any category.  Please 
refer to the below table for further clarification: 

Associated Costs 
Our Excellence Programs incur costs that are additional to our standard schedule 
of fees.  For program fees, please see our Student Resource Scheme document 
which can be found on our school website: www.corindashs.eq.edu.au 

Please note that some Excellence Programs require additional uniforms which 
can be purchased at our school uniform shop.  These uniforms are purchased in 
addition to the Corinda State High School uniform and are compulsory for students 
participating in our Excellence Programs. Please visit our school website for a 
current uniform price list: www.corindashs.eq.edu.au 

Contact us 
If you have any queries regarding our Excellence Programs, please contact us 
via email and a staff member will contact you to address your query at the earliest 
convenience: excellence@corindashs.eq.edu.au 

List A List B List C
Academic Excellence Programs
Students may select one or two 

from List A

Elective Excellence Programs
Students may select one from 

List B

Sporting Excellence Programs
Students may select one from 

List C

Maths / Science Honours Engineering, Design and 
Technology Excellence Football (Soccer) Excellence

English / Humanities Honours Culinary Excellence Dance Excellence

Platinum Honours (Maths /
Science, English / Humanities)

Visual Art Excellence

Music Excellence

Tennis Excellence
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PLATINUM HONOURS
The Platinum Honours Program has been designed to cater for 
those students who have shown high ability in all four key learning 
areas: Maths, Science, English and Humanities. These students 
will be high performing in all of these academic areas. 

Application Process
Students applying for the Platinum Honours Program must demonstrate high 
levels of performance across a range of academic measures.

An ideal applicant for this program will: 
• Have a high achievement in all four key learning areas: English,   
 Humanities, Maths and Science 
• Have a high level of proficiency in literacy and numeracy
• Be willing to commit personal time to competitions and other enrichment  
 opportunities
• Have a record of outstanding behaviour and effort across all facets of  
 schooling
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PLATINUM

Unique Program Elements
The Platinum Honours Program consists of both the Maths / Science Honours 
Program and the English / Humanities Honours Program. They will be challenged 
by a rigorous curriculum delivered by expert staff in each of the four fields of study.

This program is dependent on suitable student numbers and will only run if there 
are enough capable students. Please see the Maths / Science Honours Program 
on page 10 and the English / Humanities Honours program on page 11 for more 
details. 

Why should students study this program?
By combining the Maths / Science and English / Humanities Honours Programs, 
it gives high-achieving students the opportunity to thrive and work beyond the 
regular curriculum.



ENGLISH / HUMANITIES HONOURS
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The English / Humanities Honours Program is designed around 
critical thinking, creativity and inquiry. Students learn in a supportive 
and challenging environment which includes the advanced study 
of literature, media, history and geography. 

Unique Program Elements
The English / Humanities Honours Program offers a holistic and personalised agenda 
that motivates and supports student learning. The program offers opportunities for 
authentic learning experiences as students undertake “in the field” activities to apply 
their knowledge and skills in a hands-on manner, opportunities for use of innovative 
technologies such as Virtual Reality and an extensive creative writing program 
allowing students the opportunity to work alongside professional writers.

The program also allows students to work beyond the Excellence Curriculum and 
partake in Regional and National competitions and programs including: 
• Field study collection of data at the Gold Coast 
• Humanities Championships competition 
• Participation in the Premier’s ANZAC Prize and Simpson Prize 
• Brisbane Writers’ Festival 
• Write a Book in a Day competition 

Pathways 
Students graduating from the English / Humanities Honours Program can transition 
into further study in Senior Schooling with senior English. Beyond high school, 
students have successfully entered and graduated university with a wide variety of 
professional career opportunities such as journalists, lawyers, authors and many 
other highly regarded professionals. 

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the English / Humanities Honours Program must demonstrate 
high levels of performance across a range of academic measures. Students entering 
the program must demostrate a high achievement in English and Humanities in Year 
6, a high level of proficiency in literacy and numeracy and be willing to commit personal 
time to competitions and enrichment opportunities. Students applying for the English 
/ Humanities Honours Program must demonstrate high levels of performance across 
a range of academic measures and maintain an excellent record of behaviour. 

Applicants must: 
• Lodge an application – found at back of English / Humanities Honours Handbook 
• Supporting documentation including two Year 5 report cards and Year 5  
 NAPLAN test results 
• Any certificates, awards or letters of recommendation from competitions 
Students are permitted to apply for more than one Academic Honours Program 
however may only undertake one Academic Program. 

MATHS / SCIENCE HONOURS
The Maths / Science Honours Program (incorporating STEM - 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) offers unique challenges 
to develop junior students into creative, innovative and problem-
solving practitioners. Our staff nurture talent and potential to 

transform students into visibly engaged citizens. Maths and Science are the critical 
“bookends”  that underpin STEM and form the foundation that our students need to 
be critical and creative citizens in a globally competitive environment. 

Unique Program Elements 
The program motivates and supports students, extends knowledge and exposes 
students to integrated STEM experiences. STEM is a field of excellence that is vital 
for Australia’s future growth and prosperity in a rapidly changing world.  Our program 
focusses on the pure elements of Maths and Science including coding and data 
visualisation, non-linear function analysis, quantifying mathematical relationships 
for improved efficiency, biological / ecological systems and how they interact, 
controlling chemical process and reactions, quantitative dynamics incorporating 
thermal, electrical and kinematic elements. 

The program is built on a solid foundation underpinned by the Australian Curriculum, 
structured around a long-standing strategic partnership with CSIRO and a finely-
tuned suite of enrichment opportunities. Partnerships include: 
• QUT Cube 
• UQ Heron Island Research Station 
• Toohey Forest Environmental Education Centre 
• QUT Science and Engineering Challenge 
• QIMR Berghofer Institute 
• The Translational Research Institute SPARQ-Ed. 

Pathways 
All three layers of our program, curriculum, partnerships and enrichment, work 
to extend our most driven and talented students knowledge. Students who study 
Maths / Science Honours often continue to senior Maths and Science studies, with 
the intention of studying STEM related courses at university. 

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the Maths / Science Honours program must demonstrate 
high levels of achievement and effort across a range of academic measures. These 
results will be reviewed by the Deputy Principal and subject area HODs. 
An ideal applicant for this program will: 
• have a high achievement in Maths and Science in Year 6 
• achieved top band NAPLAN Numeracy results 
• be willing to commit personal time to competitions and enrichment opportunities.
Students are permitted to apply for more than one Academic Honours Program 
however may only undertake one Academic Program.
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ENGINEERING, DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY EXCELLENCE
With a strong focus on Engineering for a healthy and sustainable 
future, our Engineering, Design and Technology Excellence 
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Program encourages students to adapt their critical thinking, and guides them 
towards effective and agile communication and collaboration within diverse 
situations relating to real world applications.  During the three year course (year 
7-9) students will develop hands-on experience in practical field work and develop 
a keen understanding of digital technologies through robotics using enquiry and 
problem-based styles of learning.  

Unique Program Elements 
The Engineering, Design and Technology Excellence Program fosters design 
thinking as the underpinning philosophy of this program.  Students undertaking 
this program will participate in a range of experiences designed to support the 
curriculum including:  
• Aurecon 
• Fraser Coast Technology Challenge 
• Australian Space Design Competition (ASDC) 
• International Space Settlement Design Competition (ISSDC) 
• Visit to Gilmore Space Academy for a Mars Adventure 

Students will acquire skills in addressing industry standard Statement of Works 
(SOW) and Requests  for Tender (RFT) to develop new and innovative designs, 
realisation of design products, vehicle and structures that are conceptually and 
technically ambitious and have ongoing exposure to pathways in design and 
engineering through industry partners.  

Pathways 
This program provides students with the required knowledge and skills to choose 
Senior Schooling subjects in the Engineering fields, providing students with a great 
foundation beyond high school for a successful career in the industry workforce. 

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the Engineering, Technology and Design Excellence 
Program must demonstrate high levels of performance across a range of academic 
measures and show an exemplary record of behaviour.  
Applicants must: 
• lodge an application – see Engineering, Technology and Design Excellence  
 Program Handbook 
• Provide relevant supporting documentation (two Year 5 report cards and  
 year 5 Naplan results) 
• Provide any certificates or awards achieved in this area in primary years 
Students are permitted to apply for more than one elective excellence program, 
however may only chose to take part in one program. 



CULINARY EXCELLENCE
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As a distinctive program in our school, the Culinary Excellence  
Program is revolutionary in the Australian school environment. 
During the three year course (year 7-9), students are encouraged 
to formulate modern cuisine and delve into the world of regional 
and international cuisines.  

Additionally, Culinary Excellence students design and interact with a range of 
modern digital platforms to promote, grow and develop their culinary portfolio.

Unique Program Elements 
The Culinary Excellence Program is an agile learning environment where students 
build skills and knowledge of hospitality and associated industries. The program 
boasts a hands-on approach to teaching culinary skills where students are 
challenged to advance their skills in a commercial kitchen setting. Students are 
directly linked to qualified in-house chefs on campus, celebrity chefs, media, food 
stylists, catering production and other culinary practices. Industry partnerships 
include:  
• Billykart restaurant and celebrity chef - Ben O’Donoghue 
• Training Direct Australia 
• Suncorp Stadium - O’Brien Catering Services 
• Partnerships with industry - T and G Global 
• The University of Queensland

In the Paddock to Plate exploration, students have direct access to the school’s 
own agricultural farm and market garden.  During the program students have 
access to a range of culinary competitions and industry facilities such as the 
Salute to Excellence Competition. 

Pathways 
This program provides students with the required knowledge and skills to choose 
Senior Schooling subjects in the culinary area, providing students with an 
advantage for a successful career in the industry workforce in the future. 

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the Culinary Excellence Program must demonstrate high 
levels of performance across a range of academic measures. Students are also 
expected to maintain an excellent record of behaviour and have a passion for the 
Culinary industry.  Applicants must: 
• Lodge an application – found at the back of the Culinary Excellence Handbook 
• Submit supporting documentation in the form of: 

• Photographs of the student in the process of cooking with at least one  
 photograph of final plated dish

Students are permitted to trial for more than one Elective Excellence Program 
however may only chose to take part in one program. 



MUSIC EXCELLENCE
A well-established program in our school, Music Excellence has 
been a point of pride at Corinda State High School for many years. 
During the three year course (year 7-9), students are exposed to 
specialised music growth, live performance opportunities, in-house 
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tutors and an extensive instrumental music program allowing students to study 
multiple instruments. 

Our staff have a range of experience as professional musicians and teachers.  All 
have studied music composition, performance and production at the Conservatorium 
of Music and work collaboratively with our students.

Unique Program Elements 
The Music Excellence Program is an agile learning environment where students 
develop an understanding of music through composition, performance and analysis. 
The program boasts engagement with guest musicians and composers through 
our Artist in Residence program and extends theoretical knowledge through the 
inclusion of AMEB examinations. 

Students are provided the opportunity to develop industry skills through design 
and interaction with a range of modern digital platforms. Students incorporate 
music technology in the classroom and recording studio along with learning the 
fundamentals of composition for film and other media.  

Industry partnerships include: 
• Queensland Conservatorium of Music 
• QLD Symphonic Orchestra 
• Dr Rob McWilliams 
• Musica Viva and various guest artists 

Pathways 
This program provides students with the required knowledge and skills to choose 
Senior Schooling subjects in the field of music, providing students with an advantage 
for university entry and a successful career in the music industry workforce.  

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the Music Excellence Program must demonstrate high levels 
of performance in at least one instrument of choice, maintain an excellent record of 
behaviour, and have a passion for music and its related facets.  

Applicants must: 
• Lodge an application – found at the back of the Music Excellence Handbook 
• Submit any available supporting documentation in the form of: 

•      AMEB certifications 
•      Letters of reference from music tutors / teachers 

Students are permitted to apply for more than one Elective Excellence Program 
however may only undertake one elective program. 



VISUAL ART EXCELLENCE
Providing an opportunity to undertake a challenging and enriching 
program in Visual Arts and Digital Design, students who study 
Visual Art Excellence will develop the creative techniques required 
for producing works of art in two and three dimensional mediums.  
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VISUAL ART

During this three year course (year 7-9), students will collaborate with a team of 
highly skilled teachers, artists and industry specialists to develop skills and build 
confidence in creating, deconstructing and analysing works.   

This program challenges students to question the place of art within society and 
to create artwork that engages audiences.   

Unique Program Elements 
The Visual Art Excellence Program is a focused and creative environment where 
students learn about Visual, Digital and Fine Art with like-minded peers. Students 
undertaking this program are afforded the opportunity to learn industry skills in 
display and promotion of their artwork with a public art exhibition upon graduation 
from the program. Industry experts include: 
• Wendy Winsley (Ceramics) 
• Joachim Froese (Photography) 
• Nancy Torrens (Aboriginal Painting/Print) 
• Kim Woolley (Illustrator) 
• Carolyn V Watson (Sculpture) 

Pathways 
This program provides students with the required knowledge and skills to choose 
Senior Schooling subjects in the field of Art. Studies in Visual Art supports the 21st 
century skills that are vital for success in areas beyond our domain. 

Students can utilise the expertise gained within this program in their future careers 
in: Art, Sculpting, Teaching, and Creative Arts 

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the Visual Art Excellence Program must demonstrate high 
levels of performance across a range of academic measures and maintain an 
excellent record of behaviour. 
Applicants must: 
• Lodge an application – found at the back of Visual Art Excellence Handbook 
• Students must submit two samples of artwork completed by the applicant  
 (a scanned image or photograph of student’s work is acceptable. Can be an  
 example of either two or three dimensional piece. Artwork provided must  
 have been completed within the last 12 months) 
Students are permitted to apply for more than one Elective Excellence Program 
however may only undertake one elective program. 



DANCE EXCELLENCE
Dance Excellence at Corinda provides our students with a 
program aimed to foster, enhance and refine a student’s existing 
dance skills.  During the four year course (year 7-10), students 
are exposed to a range of choreographers and will work alongside 
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DANCE

industry professionals with local and international dance experience. This program 
aims to ensure that students are equipped with the skills to advance to further 
studies in the creative field of Dance at a Senior Schooling and university level.  

Unique Program Elements 
Students taking part in the Dance Excellence Program will attend dance classes 
in place of standard HPE lessons. Classes are based on strength and skill level to 
ensure that the individual dancer’s development is maximised. Additional classes 
are scheduled outside of standard school times. Multiple teaching staff ensure a 
wide variety of dance expertise and genres are available to students.   

Students receive regular pilates sessions, fitness training, contemporary technique 
classes and ballet technique classes to establish a strong foundation as a dancer.  

Industry partnerships include: 
• RAW Academy of Dance 

Pathways 
This program provides students with the required knowledge and skills to choose 
Senior Schooling subjects in the field of Dance. It also provides students with the 
opportunity to study part-time through RAW Academy of Dance to complete their 
Diploma of Dance or Certficate III in Dance.  

Students can utilise the expertise gained within this program in their future careers 
in: Dance, Choreography, and Creative Arts. 

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the Dance Excellence Program must demonstrate high 
levels of performance across a range of academic measures, maintain an 
excellent record of behaviour and have some previous experience in Dance.  
Applicants must: 
• Lodge an application – found at the back of the Dance Excellence Handbook 
• Attend an audition (students are assessed based on ability to memorise  
 dance sequences, physical ability, coordination, musicality, flexibility,   
 maturity and communication skills) 

Students are permitted to apply for more than one Sporting Excellence Program 
however may only undertake one Sporting program. 



FOOTBALL EXCELLENCE
Our Football Excellence Program is designed to develop and 
assist elite Queensland junior football players in their pathway 
toward State, National and International representation.  Delivered 
by highly qualified and experienced school staff, and supported 
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by industry partnerships from local and state sporting associations, students 
will develop skills in the areas of fitness conditioning, skill acquisition, mental 
resilience and health and nutrition.  

This exciting and unique pathway supports students in balancing their education 
and their athletic goals, paving the way for academic and sporting success and 
preparing them for a future in the field of football.   

Unique Program Elements 
Training and specialised coaching programs are held during school time.  Students 
will study core topics along with subject-specific topics such as injury prevention, 
core stability and life skills.  Our program aims to develop well-rounded, ambitious 
football players who have clearly mapped pathways, maximising their potential 
while achieving a balanced overall approach to education and wellness.  

Coaching sessions may also occur outside school hours. Students have the 
opportunity to participate in a variety of competitions throughout the year including 
Queensland Schools Premier League competition; nationwide Bill Turner Cup 
competition; district to national school representative football and futsal teams. 

Industry Partnerships include:
• Lions FC 
• Brisbane Roar Coaching and Academy - talent identification and development 
• Royal Victory – full access to qualified personal training and youth coaches

Pathways 
This program provides students with the knowledge and skills to select senior 
subjects in football, supporting their individual football career goals. Post-schooling, 
students may continue their football career with USA College scholarships, trial 
opportunities with United Kingdom football clubs or continuation of development 
with domestic Premier League teams.  

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the Football Excellence Program must demonstrate an 
acceptable standard of academic and football abilities and maintain an excellent 
record of behaviour. Applicants must: 
• lodge an application – see Football Excellence Handbook 
• hold a high standard of football skills and ability 
• attend a trial - details can be found on page 6 of this booklet 
Students are permitted to trial for more than one Sporting Excellence Program, 
however may only chose to take part in one program. 



TENNIS EXCELLENCE
Our Tennis Excellence Program is a specialised training and 
coaching program designed to provide talented tennis players 
with disciplined and challenging tennis training to support 
students in achieving their future tennis goals. Delivered by highly 
qualified and experienced school staff with input from local and 
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state sporting associations, students will develop skills and physical preparation 
requirements to prepare them for a future in tennis. This exciting and unique 
pathway supports students in balancing their education and their athletic goals, 
paving the way for academic and sporting success. 

Unique Program Elements 
Training and specialised coaching programs are conducted during school.  
Students will study core topics along with subject specific topics, whilst aiming 
to maximise player’s potential in tennis across all five important areas of the 
game – technical, tactical, physical, mental and nutritional components. Coaching 
sessions will occur outside school as required by individual coaches.  Students 
have the opportunity to participate in various tennis tournaments during the year. 

Through industry partnerships, students will receive external specialised training. 
Partnerships include: 
• Performance Physiotherapy – experienced physiotherapists provide   
 strength, conditioning and rehabilitation sessions  
• Queensland Tennis Centre – sessions facilitated by QTC coaches both at  
 school and at the Queensland Tennis Centre 
• Mentally Tough Tennis – in classroom and on court sessions run by   
 experienced tennis specific sports psychologists to assist players with the  
 mental rigours of the game
• Royal Victory – full access to qualified personal training and youth coaches  
 to support training goals and student wellbeing

Pathways 
This program provides students with the required knowledge and skills to further 
their individual professional tennis career and also lends itself to a wide range of 
future career options in tennis such as a qualified coach, tennis centre manager, 
event coordinator, tennis administration and tournament director. 

Entry Requirements 
Students applying for the Tennis Excellence Program must demonstrate an 
acceptable standard of academic and tennis ability, maintain an excellent record 
of behaviour and have a passion to pursue and promote tennis in all of its facets.  
Applicants must: 
• lodge an application – found at the back of the Tennis Excellence Handbook 
• hold a high standard of tennis skills and ability 
• attend a trial – details can be found on page 6 of this booklet 
Students are permitted to trial for more than one Sporting Excellence Program, 
however may only chose to take part in one program. 



All general Excellence Program enquiries should be 
directed to excellence@corindashs.eq.edu.au

Our Excellence Program Handbooks can be found on 
our school website: www.corindashs.eq.edu.au

Application forms are available in the Excellence 
Handbooks.
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